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INTRODUCTION
A biofilm can be described as a community of adhering microorganisms, generally entrapped in a self-produced matrix of extracellular polymeric substances (EPS) [l] . Biofilm formation is a widespread phenomenon with a major economic impact in industrial [2, 3] , medical [4, 5] and environmental fields [6, 7] .
The particularity of biofilms cornes from its high resistance towards antibiotic and disinfectant agents, greater than planktonic cells and which can be linked to the tridimensional structure and the EPS [8] . Knowledge about transfert limitation through biofilms would provide precious information for the control and/or the eradication ofbiofilm.
Luminescent silica nanoparticles (LSNPs) are frequently employed for biotechnology applications mainly because of easy functionalization, photo-stability and biocompatibility. Bifunctional silica nanoparticles (BSNPs) are described here as new efficient tools for the understanding of a complex biological system such as biofilms. [9] . The microemulsions were stirred for 24 h and then broken by adding acetone (150 cm 3 ). LSNPs were recuperated by centrifugation and several subsequent washing procedures were performed in order to remove surfactants and excess free dye. The isolated powder 130 mg (95%) was dried under vacuum for 2 h. LSNPs were activated by mild thermal treatment at 50°C under vacuum for 30 min to remove physisorbed water. LSNPs (100 mg) were dispersed in anhydrous acetonitrile (20 cm 3 ) and different organosilanes bearing functional groups were introduced and the mixtures were allowed to reflux for 24 h. BSNPs were purified by cycles of centrifugation and washings then dried in vacuum for 2h. BSNPs were then characterized: Bacterial biofilms were grown at 37°C in 24-well or 6-well microplates containing 2 cm 3 or 6 cm 3 of MBB, respectively as previously described [10] . After initial inoculation with a 10 3 CFU cm-3 bacterial suspension of PAOl, the medium MBB was renewed at 2, 4, 6, 20, 24 and 48 h (end 72h) After the period of growth, the wells were rinsed and 2 cm 3 or 6 cm 3 ofa filtered (0.2 µm) aqueous suspension ofBSNPs at a concentration of 0.5 or 0.05 mg cm-3 was introduced. Incubation was performed 16 hours before confocal microscopy observations (Leica SP2 confocal laser scanning system). Staining was performed using ConA-Alexa Fluor®488 (Molecular Probe, Invitrogen, France), DNA stain, SYTO45® (Molecular Probe).
Il. RESUL TS AND DISCUSSION
Two adapted procedures have been used for the elaboration of BSNPs, a ternary (cyclohexane/Igepal CO 520/water) [11] and a quaternary (cyclohexane/hexanol/triton X-100/water) microemulsion [12] , in order to isolate two sizes of nanoparticles (25±5 nm and 68±2 nm). Different techniques used to characterize LSNPs confirmed the presence of silica and the ruthenium complex. Surface modification of LSNPs has been performed by grafting reaction of organosilanes on silica particles followed by control of chemical integrity. Figure 1 shows the images of formed drops in contact with the pellets of BSNPs. Ru@Si, Ru@Si-A, Ru@Si-B and Ru@Si-C are hydrophilic with contact angles between 31 and 38°, whereas Ru@Si-D appears very hydrophobie with a contact angle greater than 90°.
,, Biofilm penetration. 25 nm BSNPs. Hydrophilic particles Ru@Si, Ru@Si-A, Ru@Si-B and Ru@Si-C were able to penetrate through the biofilm regardless of surface charge (Figure 2 ). The same 2-dimensional snapshots have been performed using hydrophobie Ru@Si-D nanoparticles, results are presented in figure 9 I and Il. The behavior of Ru@Si-D differed from that of the hydrophilic nanoparticles since they aggregated around the biofilm. 68 nm BSNPs. In both cases, hydrophobie and hydrophilic BSNPs, the snapshots and the penetration curves showed a significant decrease of the emission intensity with increasing particle size, indicating deeper penetration of the smaller hydrophilic particles. Ill. CONCLUSION The present study shows that regardless of size of the hydrophilic particles that they could penetrate throughout the biofilm but a steric effect was observed, the smaller particle diffusing in greater number than the larger ones. For hydrophobie nanoparticles, an accumulation at the periphery of the biofilm was observed regardless of the particle size; this observation suggests that the functionalization of particles could be a key factor in the penetration of particles in the biofilm. These results emphasize that BSNPs are powerful and innovative tools for the study of bacterial biofilms. Contrary to latex particles, silica has the advantage to display a great variety of functional surface groups.
